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Escolhas in 2020:

publications

issues of our newsletter

webinars

podcasts

special issue of the magazine 
National Interest

lawsuit filed in the Federal 
Accounting Court

Preparation of a draft bill to 
strengthen the regulatory 
framework for forest concessions
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In a chaotic and turbulent year like 2020, Instituto 
Escolhas remained steadfast in the pursuit of its goal 
of improving the quality of the sustainability debate 
by translating the economic, social and environmental 
impacts of public and private sector decision-making 
into meaningful statistics.

We continued producing studies, analyses and reports 
in different areas – including agriculture and forests, 
the bioeconomy, cities, and energy and mining – 
with the aim of supporting new perspectives and 
arguments that help build sustainable development 
solutions.

This report outlines our key achievements in 2020.
Warm regards,

The Escolhas team
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Land-use change 
(characterized mainly 
by deforestation and 
soil degradation) and 
agriculture are the primary 
sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions in Brazil, 
accounting for 72% of the 
country’s emissions. In 
2020, Escolhas produced 
studies quantifying the 
environmental impacts of 
the beef supply chain and 
analyzed the amount of 
public subsidies granted 
to the cattle industry. The 
findings of these studies 
provided valuable inputs 
to inform tax reform 

proposals designed to promote sustainable 
agricultural practices.

This study reveals  the invisible impacts of the beef 

supply chain:

Economic impacts – The beef supply chain received 

R$123 billion in subsidies between 2008 and 2017 (R$12.3 

billion per year), which is equivalent to 79% of tax revenues 

from the industry in the same period.

Environmental impacts – Carbon emissions from the 

beef supply chain in the Amazon (143 kgCO2e per kg of 

meat) were almost double that in the rest of Brazil (78 

kgCO2e); emissions in the Matopiba region (Tocantins, 

Maranhão, Piaui and Bahia) were even higher (183 

kgCO2e), due to deforestation. 

This study’s findings were presented during an event held 

in partnership with the national newspaper Folha de 

S.Paulo. The event was opened by Suzana Singer (Folha 

de S.Paulo) and Jaqueline Ferreira (Instituto Escolhas), and 

the findings were presented by the economist Petterson 

Molina Vale and biologist Roberto Strumpf. The event also 

featured a debate between Bernard Appy and Senator 

Kátia Abreu, moderated by Sergio Leitão (Escolhas’ 

executive director).
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Instituto Escolhas 1

Policy Brief

Propostas de mudanças
na cobrança do Imposto
sobre a Propriedade
Territorial Rural 

fevereiro de 2020Nº 3

1

INSTITUTO ESCOLHAS

1

Food Diplomacy 
What is Brazil's 
appetite in the 
world scene?

This report outlines 

measures to increase 

tax revenues from 

R$1.5 billion in 2018 

to R$16.8 billion/year. 

Changes to the basis of 

charge for Rural Land 

Tax (RLT) – using the full 

market value of the land 

and adopting updated 

livestock stocking rates 

– alone would increase 

revenues to R$14.3 

billion/year.

This study analyzes trends in the regulation of global 

food production and trade, Brazil’s position in 

the global food trade and the influence the private 

agricultural sector wields on this position. 

The launch seminar featured presentations by the 

researchers Leane Cornet Naidin, Pedro da Motta Veiga and 

Sandra Polónia Rios (CINDES). The debate included names 

such as Rubens Barbosa, former Brazilian ambassador 

to the US and president of the Institute of International 

Affairs and Foreign Trade (IRICE), Marcos Jank, professor 

and global agribusiness researcher at Insper, and Sergio 

Leitão, Instituto Escolhas’ executive director, and was 

moderated by Paula Miraglia, anthropologist and director 

general of Nexo. As well as presenting the study’s 

findings, the event addressed trends in the global 

food trade in the new conjuncture imposed by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

January February April June
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part of the country to compare how much their 

local government raises in RLT and how much it would 

receive if the amount of tax charged was updated in 

accordance with the legislation. 

 

The launch of the platform consisted of an online event 

called “How can the Rural Land Tax help local 

governments improve their finances in times of 

crisis?”. The event featured Bernard Appy, director of 

the Tax Citizenship Center (CCiF), Enio Freitas de Sene, 

Rio Verde City Council’s finance secretary, Eudes Sippel, 

consultant to the National Confederation of Municipalities 

(CNM), and Sizenando Ferreira de Oliveira, national 

supervisor of Brazil’s internal revenue service’s team of 

experts on RLT. The event was moderated by Jaqueline 

Ferreira, Escolhas’ Projects and Products manager. 

Click on the images

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Propostas-de-mudancas-na-cobranca-do-Imposto-sobre-Propriedade-Territorial-Rural.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Executive-Summary_Food-diplomacy_what-is-Brazil-s-appetite-on-the-world-stage_04.2020-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIEojRNXM_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCxxBEPlWaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rja7pSHUrTI
https://quantoeitr.escolhas.org/
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/From-pasture-to-plate-subsidies-and-the-enviromental-footprint-EXECUTIVE-SUMARY2.pdf


Annual Report 2020

6

August September

In
st

itu
to

Es
co

lh
asEscolhas also helped inform the debate on 

sustainable tax reform within the Collaborative 

Advocacy Network (RAC). The working group of which 

Escolhas was part handed a report outlining a set of nine 

proposals to federal deputies heading relevant political 

blocs. 

The aim of the set of proposals is to simplify the 

rules, reduce the fiscal burden and do away 

with perverse subsidies, while at the same time 

promoting a transition towards a green economy 

placing the country at the forefront of a shift in the 

development paradigm in the twenty-first century. The 

report concludes that sustainable tax reform is possible 

and suggests a gradual reduction in taxes, helping build a 

fairer society. 

Based on the provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility 

Act, Escolhas filed a complaint at the Federal 

Accounting Court (FAC) against the failure to update 

the amounts charged for RLT, whose basis of charge 

has not been adjusted for over 40 years. The lawsuit 

was filed by the lawyers Eduardo Fleury and Rodrigo 

Lázaro, from the law firm FCR Law – Fleury, Coimbra 

& Rhomberg Advogados. In a time of pandemic, the 

additional revenue would be enough to pay R$300 

in emergency benefits for 47 million Brazilians. 

Listen to our related podcasts (available only in Portuguese): 

#9 – Why is the RLT called the “R$10 tax”?

#10 – #HowmuchisRLT anyway? Platform that helps local governments increase Rural Land Tax revenues

#12 – What role does tax reform play in promoting sustainable development?

# 8 – Organized environmental crime and land grabbing in the Amazon: an overview 
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https://www.escolhas.org/escolhas-e-mais-11-organizacoes-entregam-propostas-para-uma-reforma-tributaria-sustentavel
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Den%C3%BAncia-Escolhas_a%C3%A7%C3%A3onoTCU-Receita-Federal.out2020.pdf
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
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Since 2019, Escolhas has been 
focusing its efforts on developing 
an agenda for unblocking sectors 
and business models that generate 
income from standing forests: the so-
called bioeconomy. In 2020, Escolhas 
concentrated on identifying the main 
regulatory problems hampering 
the development of sustainable 
economic activities. Impediments 
include current legal frameworks 
and infrastructure problems, such as 
limited energy supply in the Amazon 
region. 

In this regard, in 2020, Escolhas 
analyzed the Public Forest 
Management Act (LGFP) governing 
forest concessions, and the so-called 
“Biodiversity Act”, which regulates 
access to genetic resources and 

associated traditional knowledge. We also 
studied the potential of renewable energy 
sources such as biogas, which are especially 
important for economic development in remote 
areas. Some of the more important findings are 
outlined below.

Presented by Instituto 

Escolhas and 

IRICE to the vice-

president Hamilton 

Mourão, this report 

outlines proposals 

for unblocking the 

bioeconomy in the 

Amazon. The proposals 

are divided into three 

core areas: financing and 

infrastructure, product and 

market development, and 

biodiversity protection. 

The implementation of 

the actions set out in 

the report will provide 

the enabling conditions 

for employment growth 

and income generation 

in the Amazon while at 

the same time promoting 

social inclusion and 

environmental protection. 

Instituto Escolhas and IRICE held a webinar to 

discuss the main post-pandemic challenges for 

leveraging the bioeconomy in Brazil. The event 

featured: Camila Pimenta, executive director of 

Conexsus – the Sustainable Connections Institute; 

Cleber Soares, director of innovation at the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply; José Eduardo 

Camargo, president of the Brazilian Association of Nuts 

(ABNC); Paulo Hartung, former governor of the State of 

Espírito Santo and president of Ibá; Tatiana Schor, from 

the Amazonas State Executive Secretariat of Science, 

Technology and Innovations; and Yana Dumaresq, from 

the Ministry of the Economy. The webinar was opened 

by Rubens Barbosa, president of IRICE, and moderated 

by Sergio Leitão. 

This report shows 

that biogas can help 

drive the energy 

transformation in the 

Amazon, benefiting 

businesses and people 

living in remote areas. 

Produced from the 

decomposition of organic 

waste, biogas is a solution 

that has the potential 

to boost the standing 

forest bioeconomy while 

at the same contributing 

to ensuring the proper 

disposal of urban waste. 

This study sought to analyze the legal framework 

for forest concessions and determine why the 

implementation of concessions has fallen short 

of the expectations raised when the Public Forest 

Management Act was passed in 2006. Escolhas’ proposals 

to boost forest concessions focus on two core areas: 

governance and economic feasibility. 

The proposals were discussed by the Brazilian 

Coalition on Climate, Forests and Agriculture and 

provided the basis for the formulation of Bill No. 

5.518/20 aimed at “boosting the economic attractiveness 

of the forest concessions business model”. Presented 

in October 2020 by a cross-party parliamentary group 

headed by the deputy Rodrigo Agostinho, the bill is 

currently under discussion in the Chamber of Deputies. 

This study shows that 

biogas can meet 

the energy needs of 

429,000 people in the 

states of Amazonas, 

Amapá, Roraima and 

Rondônia, yet 80% 

of this potential is 

wasted. In Amapá alone, 

biogas can supply 11,800 

households or 50,000 

people (equivalent to the 

population of Laranjal 

do Jari, the state’s third 

largest city). 

This study was presented 

during a virtual seminar 

with speakers Andrea 

Faria, national coordinator 

of renewable energy 

sources at SEBRAE, the 

government agency for 

small business; GEF biogas 

project expert Bruno Neves 

from the United Nations 

Industrial Development 

Organization (UNIDO); 

and Luciano Oliveira, 

technical consultant from 

the government energy 

research agency, EPE. The 

presentation was given by 

Daiana Martinez, one of 

the study’s authors and 

coordinator of knowledge 

transfer at the International 

Renewable Energy Center 

(CIBiogás). The seminar 

was moderated by Escolhas’ 

Projects and Products 

manager, Larissa Rodrigues. 
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An agenda for
unblocking the
bioeconomy

 

Unlocking the Bioeconomy Agenda:
solutions to boost forest 
concessions in Brazil

From trash to 
treasure: Biogas in 
Amazonas state’s 
Bioeconomy agenda
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Discussion Paper
August | 2020

0
3

Biogas in the Amazon:
energy for powering
the bioeconomy

May June August December
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At the beginning of 2021, Escolhas published the findings of a study mapping the 

main constraints of Brazil’s Biodiversity Act (No. 13.123/2015). The aim of the 

study was to identify solutions to mitigate legal insecurity, unblock investment and increase 

community participation in accessing and sharing the benefits arising from the utilization 

of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge. 

Click here to read the report.

Listen to our related podcasts (available only in 

Portuguese): 

#17 – Challenges for boosting forest concessions in Brazil

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/An-agenda-for-unblocking-the-Bioeconomy.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/Unlocking-the-Bioeconomy-Agenda-solutions-to-boost-forest-concessions-in-Brazil-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Discussion-Paper-From-trash-to-treasure-Biogas-in-Amazonas-states-Bioeconomy-agenda.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/Biogas-in-Amazon-energy-for-powering-the-bieconomy.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/integracao-e-o-dialogo-dos-negocios-comunitarios-e-sustentaveis-e-do-o-setor-privado-com-o-setor-publico-sao-as-chaves-para-alavancar-bioeconomia-na-opiniao-de-especialistas-no-webinar-do-escolhas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A174KxOOPc0
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
https://www.camara.leg.br/propostas-legislativas/2267073
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/Destravando-a-agenda-da-Bioeconomia-recursos-gen%C3%A9ticos-e-conhecimento-tradicional-no-Brasil-Sum%C3%A1rio-Executivo-.pdf
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With the aim of identifying 
solutions to the challenges 
faced by people living in big 
cities, Escolhas conducted 
studies and analyses 
and engaged with key 
stakeholders to improve 
housing policies and make 
urban food systems more 
resilient and sustainable. 
Check out our publications 
in 2020. 

Produced by the My 

house, My Life Working 

Group set up by the 

Political Action for 

Sustainability Network 

(RAPS) – of which 

Escolhas is part – this 

report on the government 

program “My house, 

My Life” provides 

suggestions for 

improving access to 

housing and ensuring 

quality of life, 

reducing inequalities, 

enhancing urban 

mobility and cutting 

carbon emissions. 

This study analyzes food production in eight state 

capitals – Belo Horizonte, Fortaleza, Goiânia, Manaus, 

Porto Alegre, Rio de Janeiro, Salvador and São Paulo – 

showing that 12 to 24% of the population in these cities 

work in economic activities directly linked to the food 

system. The number of agricultural establishments in 

these cities is also large: ranging from 5,000 in São Paulo 

to 28,000 in Fortaleza. 

Launched in the run up to the local elections, the study 

presents data suggesting that elected mayors and 

councilors should focus particular attention on this 

issue and promote measures to strengthen local food 

production. Benefits include ensuring the supply of 

fresh food, job creation and income generation, 

which is particularly important during the economic crisis 

triggered by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

The surprising findings 

of this unprecedented 

look at the challenges of 

food production in São 

Paulo show that the city 

can be self-sufficient 

in the production of 

vegetables, having the 

capacity to feed around 

20 million people a year 

(practically the entire 

population) and create 

180,000 new jobs. The 

study was undertaken 

together with the Instituto 

URBEM and included the 

development of a digital 

platform showing the main 

findings launched at the 

beginning of 2021. 

The report was launched during a seminar held in 

partnership with the national newspaper Folha 

de S.Paulo, which featured a presentation given by 

Marcela Ferreira (URBEM) and debate with Fernando de 

Mello Franco, former secretary of urban development at 

São Paulo City Council, Gustavo Chianca, Assistant FAO 

Representative, Jaqueline Ferreira (Escolhas) and Zilma 

Borges, professor at the Getúlio Vargas Foundation. The 

debate was moderated by the journalist Bruno Blecher. 
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Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Desafios e propostas
para uma nova política
de moradia

RAPS - Instituto Escolhas

Grupo de Trabalho Minha Casa Minha Vida

Janeiro de 2020Nº 2

1

Alf Ribeiro - Vista aérea do canteiro de obras de casas padronizadas do Programa Minha Casa Minha Vida, na cidade de Pompeia, do Estado de São Paulo, Brasil.

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

A produção de
alimentos nas
metrópoles brasileiras

Por Jaqueline Ferreira, Fernando de Mello Franco,
Marcela Ferreira, Vitória Leão e Sergio Leitão

Por que candidatos e candidatas às eleições
municipais deveriam se preocupar com isso?

Outubro de 2020Nº 4

1

January October November
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Listen to our related podcasts (available only in 

Portuguese): 

#1 – What is the cost of living far away from the city centre 

in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic? 

#11 – Urban vegetable gardens are transforming people’s 

lives in São Paulo

#2 – When the pandemic and the economy meet – an 

interview with economist Rudi Rocha  

Click on the images

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Desafios_e_propostas_para_uma_nova_pol%C3%ADtica_de_moradia-POLICY-BRIEF.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PB_04_A-producao_de_alimentos_nas_metropoles_brasileiras_out2020.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Executive-Summary-Closer-than-you-think-the-challenges-for-food-production-in-the-metropolis-of-S%C3%A3o-Paulo.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mr-khyVxp0s
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
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In 2020, we contributed 
to the national energy 
debate with our analyses of 
alternative energy sources. 
Studies focused on the 
social, environmental 
and economic costs of 
traditional energy sources 
such as gas and nuclear 
power and demonstrated 
that improving the energy 
efficiency of air-conditioners 
can save billions on 
household energy bills. 

We also developed an environmental risk 
matrix to help the financial sector incorporate 
environmental and climate considerations 
into the investment analysis of infrastructure 
projects, focusing on energy infrastructure. 

This report encourages 

reflection on the high 

cost of completing 

the Angra 3 nuclear 

plant and risks posed 

by nuclear power, 

highlighting cheaper, 

lower-risk alternatives 

such as wind and solar 

power and biomass. 

This report shows that 

the increased share 

of natural gas-fired 

power plants in the 

country's energy 

matrix generates 

uncertainties and 

poses a number of 

risks, such as the high 

cost of gas exploration, 

which can make 

extraction economically 

unfeasible. The study also 

highlights the increase of 

greenhouse gas emissions 

from the natural gas sector 

in comparison to clean 

options such wind and 

solar power.

This analysis shows that 

improving the efficiency 

of air-conditioners can 

save 87.9 TWh of energy 

and R$68.5 billion on 

energy bills by 2035. 

These energy savings, 

which can be achieved 

by aligning industrial 

and energy efficiency 

policies, would also result 

in a reduction in Brazil’s 

greenhouse gas emissions 

and savings for consumers.

Escolhas held an online seminar to present a proposal 

for a central bank resolution requiring financial 

institutions to incorporate environmental and 

climate considerations into their credit analysis. 

Held in partnership with the law firm Veirano Advogados, 

the event included a talk by Ana Luci Grizzi, lawyer and 

partner at Veirano Advogados, and guests Juliana Mayral, 

lawyer at Itaú Unibanco, Maria Eugenia Sosa Taborda, 

regional coordinator of the United Nations Environment 

Programme Finance Initiative in Latin America and the 

Caribbean, and Roberto Dumas Damas, former head of 

socioenvironmental risk at Banco Itaú BBA and currently 

CEO of Dumas Financial Consulting. The seminar was 

moderated by Sergio Leitão. 
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Angra 3:
Is it worth 
the cost? 
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Discussion Paper
April | 2020
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Electric power in
the future: 
Where does gas 
stand in the Land 
of Sunshine and 
Wind?(I
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Discussion Paper
April | 2020
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Textos para Discussão
Novembro | 2020

0
5

Há algo
de novo
no ar: Os desafios da climatização 

no pós-pandemia

The economy is in the air:
What would Brazil gain with
more efficient air conditioning?

May June October November
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other potential pandemics, 

representatives of various 

sectors discussed the 

challenges of domestic 

air-conditioning 

and analyzed better 

alternatives for our 

health, environment 

and pockets.

At the beginning of 2021, Escolhas launched an 

environmental risk matrix for power generation projects, 

consolidating its proposal for a Central Bank resolution 

requiring financial institutions to incorporate the tool into 

their credit analysis for infrastructure projects, focusing 

especially on electricity generation.

Listen to our related podcasts (available only in 

Portuguese): 

#13 – What role should financial institutions play in 

promoting socioenvironmental responsibility? 

#16 – ESG in the financial sector: the gap between rhetoric 

and practice.?

#5 – More than 6 million green jobs in Brazil. Just 6% of all 

jobs in the country.

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/discussion-paper-angra-3-is-it-worth-the-cost.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/TD-Escolhas-02_Electric-power-in-the-future-Where-does-gas-stand-in-the-Land-of-Sunshine-and-Wind.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/TD_05-H%C3%A1-algo-novo-no-ar-os-desafios-da-climatiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o-no-p%C3%B3s-pandemia.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/The-economy-is-in-the-air_What-would-Brazil-gain-with-more-efficient-air-conditioning-%E2%80%93-Executive-Summary_2020.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/documento-que-preve-incorporacao-e-gestao-de-risco-socioambiental-pelo-setor-financeiro-foi-debatido-em-workshop-do-escolhas
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
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One of the issues addressed 
by Escolhas in 2020 was 
the impact of gold mining 
on indigenous lands and 
in protected areas in the 
Amazon. As a result of the 
economic crisis triggered 
by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
investors are turning to safer 
investments, resulting in 
a sharp rise in the price of 
the metal on international 
markets. Brazilian gold 
exports were up by 30% 
in 2020, with the country 
exporting 111 tons, worth 
US$4.9 billion. The epicenter 

of this new gold rush is the Amazon, which 
is a direct consequence of the movement to 
regulate mining, legalization of the activity 
on indigenous lands and scaling back of 
environmental enforcement. Our analyses in 
this area are outlined below.  

This report analyzes 

the expansion of gold 

mining in the Amazon, 

illegal extraction and 

the environmental 

impacts of this activity. 

There are no accurate data 

on gold production, as only 

a part of what is mined is 

included in official records. 

However, the available 

data show that, in value 

terms, gold exports in the 

first four months of 2020 

increased by 14.9% in 

comparison to the same 

period in 2019, driven by 

the surge in the price of 

the metal. 

This discussion text was launched during the 

webinar “Mining expansion in the Amazon in times 

of pandemic”, held by Escolhas in partnership with the 

investigative journalism agency Rubrica. Participants 

included Ana Carolina Haliuc Bragança, Prosecutor of 

the Republic in the state of Amazonas and coordinator of 

the public prosecutor's office’s Amazon Task Force; Eloy 

Terena, legal advisor to the Articulation of Indigenous 

Peoples of Brazil (APIB); Frederico Bedran, Director of 

Geology and Mineral Production at the Ministry of Mines 

and Energy; general José Fernando Iasbech, consultant 

specializing in international relations, mining and military 

matters; and Luiz Antônio Vessani, geologist and director of 

the Brazilian Association of Mineral Exploration Companies 

(ABPM). The webinar was moderated by Sergio Leitão. 

The “Where Does Gold 

Come From?” campaign 

discusses the origin 

of the gold circulating 

in financial markets 

and lack of gold 

tracing mechanisms. 

It suggests that investors 

should identify the 

origin of the gold they 

are investing in and only 

support businesses that 

can guarantee that the 

metal was not mined on 

indigenous lands and 

in protected areas to 

ensure that they are not 

putting the world's largest 

rainforest at risk. 

A public hearing opened by Instituto Escolhas 

put forward proposals to ensure compliance 

with Central Bank and Securities Commission 

regulations aimed at preventing the trade of gold 

derived from illegal mining – on indigenous lands 

and in protected areas in the Amazon. The proposals 

require financial institutions to prove compliance with 

the regulations by providing evidence of due diligence 

practices and guaranteeing the gold they trade comes 

from reliable, legal sources. 
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Discussion Papers
May | 2020

04

The new
gold rush
in the
Amazon:

Where illegal gold 
diggers, financial 
institutions, and 

flawed monitoring 
come together and 

invade the forest

At the beginning of 2021, Escolhas launched another 

two reports on the extraction of gold and diamonds in 

the Amazon, showing that, despite the fact that these 

activities do not contribute to the development of the 

region, current applications for gold mining permits cover 

over 6 million hectares of indigenous lands and protected 

areas. These reports are available on our. Read on 
the website.

Listen to our related podcasts (available only in 

Portuguese): 

#4 – The coronavirus crisis, gold price and rush for gold on 

indigenous lands

#14 – Where does gold come from? – Chat Ninja Special

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/TD_04_Escolhas-The-new-gold-rush-in-the-Amazon.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07rPGDp2gTA
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/de-onde-vem-o-ouro.html
https://www.escolhas.org/consulta-publica-01-2020
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
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Through the Economics and 
Environment Chair, Escolhas 
awards grants to master's 
and PhD students. We 
supported 6 new students 
in 2020, bringing the total 
number of grants awarded 
since the program was 
launched in 2016 to 23. Seven 
new master’s dissertations 
and PhD theses were also 
defended. We also published 
the first Policy Briefs from 
the Chair, presenting the 
results of the research to 
decision-makers and other 
people interested in this area, 
disseminating information 
and democratizing access to 
the knowledge produced. The 
dissertations and PhD theses 
are outlined below.
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Theses defended in 2020 Policy Briefs

#Masters 
dissertation “Disasters 

and mental health: 

evidence from the 

collapse of the Fundão 

tailings dam in Mariana, 

Brazil”, by Liz Matsunaga

#Masters 
dissertation 

“Technological 

intensification can 

reduce emissions per 

liter of milk by up to 

50% and increase the 

income of the country’s 

dairy farms”, by Gabriela 

Mota da Cruz

#PHD thesis “Essays 

on fuel policies in 

Brazil”, by Henrique dos 

Santos Maxir

#PHD thesis 

“The feasibility of 

irrigation for sugar 

cane production 

in Araçatuba and 

Piracicaba, Brazil”, by 

Elis Braga Licks

#Masters 

dissertation “Climate 

change and drought in 

Brazil: an integrated 

spatial analysis using 

ICGE models and 

climate monitoring 

in Brazil’s semi-arid 

region”, by Bruno 

Pacheco Pimenta

#PHD thesis “Three 

essays on economics, 

energy and the 

environment”, by Yuri 

Cesar de Lima e Silva

#Masters
dissertation “Green 

jobs in Brazil: an 

input-product matrix 

analysis”, by Paulo 

Eduardo Braga 

Pereira Filho

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Mudanças climáticas no
Brasil: efeitos sistêmicos
sob cenários de incerteza

Autor: Bruno Santos de Souza1 

Março de 2020Nº 1

1

CÁTEDRA ESCOLHAS
DE ECONOMIA E MEIO AMBIENTE

SÉRIE ESPECIAL

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Água virtual exportada
pelo Brasil por meio de
produtos agropecuários

Autora: Jaquelini Gisele Gelain1 

Abril de 2020Nº 2

1

CÁTEDRA ESCOLHAS
DE ECONOMIA E MEIO AMBIENTE

SÉRIE ESPECIAL

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Quanto custa a
imobilidade urbana
em São Paulo?

Autor: Ricardo Campante Cardoso Vale1 

Abril de 2020Nº 3

1

CÁTEDRA ESCOLHAS
DE ECONOMIA E MEIO AMBIENTE

SÉRIE ESPECIAL

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Veículos GNV,
meio ambiente e
mercado de combustíveis

Autor: Roberto Amaral de Castro Prado Santos1 

Abril de 2020Nº 4

1

CÁTEDRA ESCOLHAS
DE ECONOMIA E MEIO AMBIENTE

SÉRIE ESPECIAL

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Empregos verdes:
qual seu impacto?

Autor: Tayanne Renata Arcebispo1 

Abril de 2020Nº 5

1

CÁTEDRA ESCOLHAS
DE ECONOMIA E MEIO AMBIENTE

SÉRIE ESPECIAL

Instituto Escolhas 1

POLICY BRIEF

Impactos econômicos e
regionais dos investimentos
em geração de energia
elétrica no Brasil

Autor: Tiago Barbosa Diniz1 

Abril de 2020Nº 6

1

CÁTEDRA ESCOLHAS
DE ECONOMIA E MEIO AMBIENTE

SÉRIE ESPECIAL

It is estimated that 

climate change in Brazil 

will cause economic 

losses equivalent to more 

than 3% of the country’s 

Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP). By Bruno Santos 

de Souza.

São Paulo’s traffic 

generates annual 

economic losses 

equivalent to R$7 billion 

(R$747 per worker). 

People living in São 

Paulo face 1,472km of 

traffic jams, delaying 

89% of trips. By Ricardo 

Campante Vale.

The Southeast and 

South region led the 

ranking of green jobs 

in Brazil, distributed 

across sectors such 

as waste recycling and 

reduction, agriculture and 

reforestation, renewable 

energy generation, 

green construction, and 

environmental protection. 

By Tayanne Arcebispo.

Increasing solar energy’s 

share in the country's 

energy matrix can lead 

to a R$17 billion (0.45%) 

increase in GDP. In the 

Northeast, this increase 

would be 2.15%. By 

Tiago Barbosa.

An analysis of the 

cost-benefit of virtual 

water exports shows 

that between 2002 and 

2016 Brazil exported the 

equivalent of 2.5 billion 

cubic meters of water in 

products such as sugar, 

coffee, corn, soybeans 

and beef. By Jaqueline 

Gelain.

This analysis shows 

that policies favoring 

compressed natural 

gas (CNG) in ethanol-

producing states may 

not be environmentally 

effective and highlight 

where and where 

not its use should be 

encouraged. By Roberto 

Amaral Santos.

Click on the images

https://www.escolhas.org/tragedia-de-mariana-e-os-danos-saude-mental-sao-tema-de-dissertacao-de-bolsista-da-catedra-escolhas
https://www.escolhas.org/brasil-tem-mais-de-65-milhoes-de-empregos-verdes-revela-dissertacao-de-bolsista-da-catedra-escolhas
https://www.escolhas.org/intensificacao-tecnologica-pode-reduzir-emissoes-e-aumentar-renda-das-fazendas-de-leite-do-pais-revela-bolsista-da-catedra-escolhas
https://www.escolhas.org/bolsista-da-catedra-escolhas-revela-queda-no-pib-longo-prazo-como-um-dos-impactos-das-mudancas-climaticas-na-produtividade-agricola-do-semiarido-2
https://www.escolhas.org/programa-renovabio-tem-potencial-para-reduzir-emissoes-e-alavancar-setores-agricolas-aponta-tese-de-bolsista-da-catedra-escolhas-apresentada-na-esalq
https://www.escolhas.org/doutorado-mostra-como-politicas-economicas-podem-fazer-uso-dos-instrumentos-ambientais-para-gerar-ciclos-positivos-na-economia
https://www.escolhas.org/tese-aponta-que-precificacao-da-agua-pode-aumentar-a-producao-da-cana-de-acucar-em-sao-paulo
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PB_serie-bolsistas-Catedra_Bruno-Santos-Souza_Mudan%C3%A7as-Climaticas-no-Brasil_efeitos-sist%C3%AAmicos-sob-cen%C3%A1rios-de-incerteza.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PB_02_Jaquelini-Gelain_Agua-virtual-exportada-pelo-Brasil-por-meio-de-produtos-agropecuarios.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/policy-brief-catedra-escolhas-mostra-que-trabalhadores-perdem-r-7-bilhoes-com-transito-ruim-em-sao-paulo
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PB_04_Roberto-Santos_Veiculos-GNV_meio-ambiente_mercado-de-combustiveis.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PB_05_Tayanne-Arcebispo_Empregos-Verdes_qual-seu-impacto.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PB_06_Tiago-Barbosa_Impactos-economicos-e-regionais-dos-investimentos-em-geracao-de-energia-eletrica_Brasil.pdf
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Instituto Escolhas’ work 
was recognized by the 
national and international 
news media. Our study 
findings have received 
widespread coverage, as 
highlighted below.
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IN THE NEWS 
MEDIA: More than 
1,864 articles in 
the national and 
international news 
media.
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https://www.escolhas.org/sergio-leitao-assina-artigo-no-valor-economico-e-aponta-necessidade-de-uma-matriz-de-risco-socioambiental-em-investimentos-de-infraestrutura
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Arma-antidesmatamento-concess%C3%A3o-florestal-patina-_-Brasil-_-Valor-Econ%C3%B4mico.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Onda-de-calor-acende-discuss%C3%A3o-sobre-ar-condicionado-mais-econ%C3%B4mico-e-menos-poluente-Economia-Estad%C3%A3o-1.pdf
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Artigo_-O-que-precisamos-dos-bancos-para-a-Amaz%C3%B4nia-Opiniao-1.pdf
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/economia/noticia/2020-06/plataforma-ajuda-aumentar-arrecadacao-do-imposto-territorial-rural
https://epbr.com.br/energia-gerada-por-angra-3-podera-ser-218-mais-cara-que-alternativa-a-gas-conclui-estudo-do-instituto-escolhas/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/07/goldmining-having-big-impact-on-indigenous-amazon-communities
https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Amazon-gold-rush_-Brazil-grapples-with-illegal-mining-in-the-rainforest-_-Financial-Times.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/in-the-amazon-the-coronavirus-fuels-an-illegal-gold-rush--and-an-environmental-crisis/2020/09/03/0a4c62e6-e624-11ea-970a-64c73a1c2392_story.html
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/opiniao/2020/02/os-custos-invisiveis-do-quilo-da-carne.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zkl7Ixa5jOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOVU27fEZOI 
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12 issues of Boletim Escolhas, containing the latest news and special interviews

Tereza CampelloAna BastosEduardo Fleury

Nicole GobethJoaquim LevyAna Carolina
Haliuc Bragança

ambassador  
Rubens Barbosa

Mariana LuzPetterson ValeAngela Livino

Angelina Livino, government 

energy research agency (EPE). 

According to the engineer and 

expert in water resources, the 

energy sector needs to prepare 

itself better for climate change.

Eduardo Fleury. Many of 

the tax incentives to boost 

consumption benefit upper-

income households more.

Ana Luci Grizzi. Financing 

is an environmental 

control instrument.

Ana Bastos. Forest 

concessions as a tool 

for unblocking the 

bioeconomy agenda.

Tereza Campello. "We must 

think of a suite of policies that 

overcome phenomena like 

hunger, while at the same time 

preserving our food culture".

Rubens Barbosa. According to 

the former Brazilian ambassador 

to the US, the trade agreement 

between the EU and Mercosur 

becomes more complicated if 

the Amazon is not preserved. 

Environmental policy needs to be 

modified and Brazil needs to take 

on a leading role.

Ana Carolina Haliuc Bragança. 

According to the Prosecutor 

of the Republic in the state of 

Amazonas, illegal gold mining is 

rife throughout the Amazon and 

causes lasting environmental 

and social harm. Certification, 

public policies and a change in 

miners’ mentality is essential to 

tackle illegality.

Nicole Gobeth. We have to 

look at rural areas in São 

Paulo and think up policies 

that protect an environment 

that is part of the city, 

making it both economically 

and socially viable.

Joaquim Levy. The market has 

started to reprice environmental 

risks and reallocate capital. 

Transparency is vital if we are to 

push forward the environmental 

agenda. The intensification of 

integrated crop-livestock systems 

would lead to higher profits, soils 

with higher levels of organic carbon 

and animals that are worth more.

Petterson Vale. According to 

the economist and author of the 

report "From pasture to plate: 

subsidies and the environmental 

footprint of beef production", the 

beef supply chain subsidy system 

is inefficient. 

Mariana Luz. Investing in early 

childhood is vital if we are to 

change the world.

Rudi Rocha. On the 

economic front, "income 

reaching those who need it 

most, the most vulnerable, 

is what will make the 

difference in the fight 

against the coronavirus”.

Rudi Rocha

Ana Luci Grizzi

https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/boletim-instituto-escolhas-janeiro19-1290545
https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/boletim-instituto-escolhas-fevereiro20-1290621
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401&id=3651baf5b1
https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/boletim-instituto-escolhas-abril20-1290717?e=[UNIQID]
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401&id=c761dc1e35
https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/boletim-instituto-escolhas-abril20-1290829
https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/boletim-instituto-escolhas-abril20-1290982?e=[UNIQID]
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401&id=816d423bc2
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401&id=3505b57314
https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/httpsus13campaign-archivecome_test_email_u45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401id3505b57314-1291082
https://mailchi.mp/escolhas.org/httpsus13campaign-archivecome_test_email_u45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401id3505b57314-1291282
https://mailchi.mp/bf174e866688/httpsus13campaign-archivecome_test_email_u45bd6f0d1d5cbd5faab3dd401id3505b57314-1291350?e=ea9cd8553c


Amazônia: a Nova Fronteira da Bioeconomia
Hamilton Mourão

Caminhos para o Brasil no Pós-Pandemia
Paulo Hartung

Bioeconomia e a Bolsa de Mercadorias da Amazônia
Natália Ferreira de Freitas

Tatiana Schor

Universidade na Amazônia e o Conhecimento  
Para Uma Economia da Floresta

Maria Olívia de Albuquerque Ribeiro Simão

Por Uma Bioeconomia Inclusiva e  
Que Mantenha de Pé a Floresta

Carina Pimenta
Andrea Azevedo

Bioeconomia e a Relação com a Indústria 4.0:  
Grande Potencial

Alexis Fonteyne 

Como Destravar a Bioeconomia na Amazônia
Gabriel Kohlmann
Jaqueline Ferreira

A Bioeconomia e a Amazônia
Rubens Barbosa
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A special issue of the magazine 
National Interest on the bioeconomy 
was produced in partnership with 
IRICE. The issue features experts 
from different fields sharing their 
opinions and talking about the 
actions needed to put a business 
agenda and policies for the 
bioeconomy into practice. 

InstitutoEscolhas

InstitutoEscolhas_oficial

InstitutoEscolhas

company/InstitutoEscolhas

_escolhas

With 18 episodes over the year, the 
podcasts “Escolhas on Air” provide 
an opportunity to talk about current 
affairs, offering analyses, qualified 
opinions, data and evidence to inform 
debate. Listen to our podcasts!* LINK  

* Available only in Portuguese.

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Revista-Interesse-Nacional_BIOECONOMIA_Irice-e-Escolhas_agosto2020.pdf
https://www.brasildedireitos.org.br/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCC2jl4u9uMl2Un3FI3WVVRPTHC0cD4Wh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgPnc4uwezY&list=PLCC2jl4u9uMnL6nFI8ikHoOMOBonhEIUB&index=6&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCC2jl4u9uMnL6nFI8ikHoOMOBonhEIUB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUizr3mC2co
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
https://open.spotify.com/show/72tB2e7wjv98wfq2CKrTYi
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With R$3.6 million, Instituto Escolhas obtained record funding in 2020, promoting 
transformation in various areas.

We also implemented a record number of projects, with 19 in total. To achieve 
this we also made some internal changes, implementing a new organizational 
structure, creating two new areas: Projects and Products (with a vertical project 
management structure) and Institutional Processes (bringing together the 
institutional management and finance departments). 

The restructuring process has improved project management efficiency and 
quality, professionalizing internal processes, systematizing impact monitoring 
and implementing a Code of Ethics, Diversity Policy and Complaint Policy.
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* Available only in Portuguese.

https://www.escolhas.org/wp-content/uploads/Instituto-Escolhas-Demonstra%C3%A7%C3%B5es-Cont%C3%A1beis-Auditadas-2020.pdf

